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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the City Clerk 

 
Meeting of the North Adams City Council  

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 

7:30 PM 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Blackmer, Bona, Lamb, Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, 

Sweeney, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present. 

   

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for approval of the minutes for the 

September 28, 2021 meeting. On the motion of Vice President Lamb, seconded by Councilor 

Wilkinson, the minutes were approved. 

 

The President called for the hearing of visitors. Seeing none, the meeting moved to address 

papers. 

 

12,012  Mayor’s communication #54 appointing Sandra Thomas to the Board of 

  Registrars of Voters for a term to expire April 1, 2023, to fill the unexpired 

  Term of Mary Beth Kennedy.  

 

Without objection, the President filed the communication. The Mayor stated that Ms Thomas 

held all the necessary qualities needed for the position. On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, 

seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED to accept the appointment by unanimous yea 

response. 

 

11,790  Communication submitted by Councilor Bona regarding short term rentals and 

  the requirements of the City.  

 

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Vice President Lamb, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea response to postpone to the meeting of November 23, 2021. President Blackmer 

stated that the Committees have all been quite busy, and it has been sometimes difficult to 

schedule meetings to accommodate everyone’s schedule. Regardless, she feels the work will get 

done by the end of 2021. 
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11,922  Communication submitted by Councilor Sweeney regarding the “Not in My  

  County Pledge” for a county-wide campaign coordinated by BRIDGE. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Sweeney, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea response to postpone to the meeting of November 9, 2021.  Councilor Sweeney 

explained that the paper was last with Public Safety, and at their request, it was going to IDEA 

for input and review. 

 

12,011  Communication from President Blackmer requesting consideration of a  

  declination of Right of First Refusal for 1526 Curran Memorial Highway in 

  North Adams. 

 

On the motion of Vice President Lamb, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED to 

adopt the declination of Right of First Refusal by unanimous yea vote.  Vice President asked for 

clarification; President Blackmer explained that the anticipated purchase of the property included 

the need for the City of waive its right of first refusal in order for the project to move forward, 

similar to what had been done for Temescal Wellness in April 2021. Councilor Wilkinson called 

the rule archaic, and also stated that if the City were to invoke its rights to the property, it would 

have for meet the bid price, which was not in the City’s scope of interests. 

 

 

8431-9  Communication submitted by the City Clerk amending Chapter 1 of the 

  Revised Ordinances, Section 1-15 entitled Ward Lines, relative to Wards 

  3 and 4, per the 2020 Federal Census. 

 

  (See below.) 

 

8431-9  An ordinance amending Chapter 1 of the Revised Ordinances, Section 1-15 

  entitled Ward Lines, relative to Wards 3 and 4, per the 2020 Federal Census. 

 

Because a clarification on map specs had not been received from the State, it was VOTED to 

postpone the communication and related ordinance to the meeting of October 26, 2021 by 

unanimous yea vote. 

 

12,010  An Order calling the local general election for November 2, 2021. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to 

adopt the order by unanimous yea vote. At the request of Vice President Lamb, President 

Blackmer read the order into the record. 

 

The President called for Open Forum. 

 

Robert Smit, 163 North Street, stated that he feels that the Mayor’s race is overshadowing the 

race for City Council seats.  He expressed his desire to have a Council that would complement 
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the new Mayor, and encouraged residents to learn about each candidate and get out to vote on 

election day. 

 

Robert Cardimino, 173 E. Quincy Street, stated his desire for the City to more actively address 

what he sees as a growing rat problem. He asked that if it is a staffing issue, that the City find a 

way to hire people to help remove trash that he sees on various street curbs for multiple days. He 

knows it is an expensive issue to address, and also noted that he did not feel residents were doing 

anything to help. He also stated his recognition of issues with drugs and crime in the City. 

 

The President called for Mayor’s Concerns. 

 

The Mayor acknowledged the North Adams Fire and Police Departments, Northern Berkshire 

EMS, and Clarksburg VFD for their swift response to the fire at the Hunter Foundry. He noted 

that the fire department staff who had recently been sworn in proved their value during this 

event. 

 

The Mayor stated that 43 fire hydrants had been installed to date, with 7 to go. Permits were 

needed from Mass DOT for a few of them, and had been acquired. Patching of streets that had 

been dug up during installations will follow. 

 

The Mayor thanked all involved in the Fall Foliage parade and activities, including the Police 

and Fire Departments, the Foliage Parade Committee, former Governor Swift, One Berkshire, 

and Suzy Helme and the Tourism and Community Development offices, for all the hours it took 

to plan and implement the parade. 

 

The Mayor stated that the bench donated by the Drury High School Class of  1998 in honor of 

Office William “Billy” Evans had been installed and dedicated on October 3, 2021. He noted 

that many of Evans’ fellow officers had been impressed by the Homecoming shown in April. 

 

The Mayor thanked those on the Council and in the School Department for signing on to the 

Indigenous People’s recognition hosted on the City website. He noted the importance of 

recognizing and valuing Native American contributions. 

 

The Mayor addressed the ongoing issues with the Public Safety building.  He stated that the City 

is unlocking bond funding in order to be shovel suitable/ready when a proper site is identified. 

He said funding from Berkshire Regional Planning is being used to do site identification and 

surveys in order to determine 2-3 sites for consideration. 

 

The Mayor noted a sense of positive momentum in the City, and that State Auditor Bump had 

released a report indicating a need for investment in infrastructure, including roadways, 

buildings, culverts, and commercial buildings (noted as Cross Cutting issues). The Mayor has 

invited the Auditor to visit the City and view its specific needs. The Mayor stated that the Lt. 

Governor has deemed public safety as part of economic development, and that that is a positive 

connection for our City with regard to funding. 
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The Mayor explained that the 2018 notice of breach of contract served to Charter Spectrum had 

been settled at the end of 2020 with a $23,000 payment from Spectrum to NBCTC. Key 

provisions included Spectrum not being allowed to treat the settlement as a donation, and also 

not being allowed to itemize and bill customers to make up the monies. 

 

The Mayor reminded interested parties that RFP proposals for the Mohawk Theater are due by 

October 25, 2021. 

 

The Mayor noted that in light of the recent passage by City Council of the Order regarding the 

Youth Commission, he is encouraging students to self-nominate and become involved. The form 

to do so is available on the City website. 

 

The President shared updated voting information related to the upcoming November 2, 2021 

election. All the information has been posted to the City website. 

 

The President called for Committee Reports and Minutes; Liaison Updates; Councilor Concerns; 

Correspondence.  Seeing none, on the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor 

Lamb, the meeting was adjourned at 7:52 pm. 

 

 

A True Copy 

Attest,    s/Cathleen M. King 
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